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Annual event will take
place inside and outside
convention center this
weekend - Page 26
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HEROS ON PARADE
Arch villain Blaze, left, appears with fire prevention superhero Flash Max during the annual Maryland Firemen's Association parade on Wednesday.
Flash Max is the creation of Michael Furman, from Fairfax, Virginia, who travels around in costume to teach fire prevention. More photos on page 18.

Meehan offers
Worcester olive
branch on taxes

Surprise letter asks county
for sit-down on differential

By Brian Gilliland
Associate Editor

(June 22, 2018) In a move that
took both the county commissioners
and staff off guard, Commissioner
Joe Mitrecic of the Ocean City district
read from Ocean City Rick Meehan
requesting a summit on the resort’s
funding and fire service grants.

The move took place after the reg-
ular agenda had concluded, and
Mitrecic apologized for not making
copies to distribute to his peers ear-
lier, because, he said, he was in a re-
quired training session for county
employees.

Commissioner President Diana
Purnell was taken aback by the re-
quest to read the letter, and asked
County Administrator Harold Hig-
gins if he had seen it, and he replied
he had not.

“Where did you get the letter?” she
asked.

Mitrecic told her it arrived at his
house from the post office, but didn't
provide a date.

He said the resort was “trying to

See CHANGE Page 76

Viking ship sets sail for Ocean City

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(June 22, 2018) After hosting
replica Spanish galleons in recent
years, Ocean City will welecome the
worlds’ largest modern Viking ship,
the Draken Harald Harfagre, to port
in late August.

Special Events Director Frank
Miller presented the City Council a
proposal for the Draken to dock on
the bayside boardwalk along

Chicago Avenue between Third and
Fourth streets from Aug. 22-29.

“The Draken is smaller than the
Spanish galleon that was here,” he
said. “They've recreated the ship
using a lot of old methods.”

Compared to the 170-foot-long El
Galeon Andalucia, which moored in
the same location last August, Miller
said the single-deck Draken meas-
ures 115-feet long, 26-feet wide, with
a 75-foot tall mast.

“[The mast] is very tall for such a
small ship but is characteristic of
Viking ships of that day,” he said.
“The sail is almost as large as all of
the sails on the Spanish galleon to-
gether at 3,200 square feet.”

The Draken was constructed be-
tween 2010-2012 and hand-built
from historical records.

“When you look at the vessel and
think back to 750-1100 A.D. this was

See VISIT Page 78

Draken Harald Harfagre
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410-524-1000 » 118th Street & The Beach

FREE ICE SHOWS NIGHTLY

At 6:30 p.m. ® Featuring
The Next Ice Age
Performing Dreamskate

FOR SKATE SHOW DINING
RESERVATIONS:
410-524-1000, EXT. 1195
NO PERFORMANCE
ON FRIDAYS
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